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When you look at everything Jeanette has 

accomplished in a mere 78 years, it is clear 
she is a woman of fierce commitment, incom-
parable energy and true generosity. As some-
one fortunate to have worked with Jeannette 
on various community initiatives, I can tell you 
there is no one you would rather have on your 
team when you launch a new project. 

Born October 27th, 1927 in Sheffield, Ala-
bama, Jeanette enrolled in the Saint Thomas 
Hospital School of Nursing in Nashville fol-
lowing high school graduation. She received 
her nursing degree in 1948. That occasion 
changed her life—along with the fact that she 
also met her future husband, Mr. Daniel Clees 
Rudy, about this time. 

Daniel Clees Rudy, cofounder of the Rudy’s 
Farm Sausage Company, and Jeanette mar-
ried on February 20th, 1949. The Rudys made 
their home in the Pennington Bend area on 
the Cumberland River until Mr. Rudy’s death 
in 1984. 

Jeanette served her community as a public 
health nurse for seven years. But that was just 
the beginning to her commitment to better 
health care for all of Nashville. In memory of 
her late husband, Jeanette helped to establish 
and fund the Dan Rudy Cancer Center at 
Saint Thomas Hospital in 1985. Also in 1985, 
Jeanette and her sisters, founded the Felix A. 
and Edna L. Cantrell Endowment Fund in 
honor of their parents. This special endow-
ment has helped a host of nurses reach their 
educational goals and advance in the nursing 
field. A long-time supporter of the nursing pro-
gram at Cumberland University in Lebanon, 
Tennessee, Jeanette was recognized for her 
efforts with an honorary doctorate of human-
ities from Cumberland University in 1990. 

In addition to her commitment to public 
service, Jeanette is a passionate hobbyist. 
She has assembled the finest privately held 
collection of State and Federal duck stamps, 
including the very first stamp issued in 1934. 
Jeanette served as a judge of the Federal 
duck stamp competition in Washington, D.C. 
in 1992. In 1996, the Smithsonian Institution 
established, in her honor, the Jeanette 
Cantrell Rudy Duck Stamp Gallery at the Na-
tional Postal Museum. 

Jeanette’s energy and zest for life do not 
stop there. An avid sportswoman, she held the 
title of Ladies State Trapshooting Champion 
for nine years, was named to the women’s all- 
American trap team twice, and has been an 
ardent hunter and angler since 1949 over 
much of North America. Jeanette has also 
spent endless hours helping many organiza-
tions and educational institutions in Middle 
Tennessee. She served on the boards of 
Cumberland University, the Saint Thomas 
Hospital Auxiliary, the Saint Thomas Founda-
tion and the Nashville Zoo, and she is a major 
supporter of the Nashville Police and Fire De-
partment and the National Police Memorial in 
Washington, DC. 

She is the recipient of the 1992 Seton 
Medal for her service to patients of Saint 
Thomas Hospital. She authored a book, ‘‘A 
Bend in the Cumberland,’’ which traces the 
history of the Pennington Bend area, where, 
for many years, her husband and his brother 
operated the Rudy’s Farm Sausage Company. 
And, now, as a Commissioner of the Ten-
nessee Wildlife Resources Agency since 
2001, Jeannette is dedicated to raising funds 
for projects that will help preserve, conserve 
and enhance Tennessee’s population of fish 
and wildlife. 

Jeanette’s devotion to public service and 
her long-standing advocacy for nursing are 
truly remarkable. I thank this spirited American 
for her unwavering compassion and desire to 
make life more positive for others in her com-
munity. 

Today, I join my distinguished colleagues— 
Representatives BART GORDON and JOHN TAN-
NER—and all Tennesseans in congratulating 
and extending our warmest and best wishes to 
Jeanette Cantrell Rudy for a happy 78th birth-
day. Jeannette, may you have many more re-
warding and life-enriching experiences ahead. 
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WILDERNESS CHALLENGE 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 
October 8, 2005 46 teams of active-duty men 
and women from military installations around 
the U.S. converged in West Virginia’s Gauley 
and New River Gorge to compete in the sixth 
annual ‘‘Wilderness Challenge.’’ I am proud to 
have such an event in West Virginia that al-
lows our armed forces the chance to display 
their skills of physical endurance and of 
course, bragging rights. There is not a better 
place to host the Wilderness Challenge than 
the New River Gorge National Park. It has su-
perb overlooks, historic scenery, rugged Appa-
lachian trails and peaceful valley flats, not to 
mention the world class whitewater. Rafting 
the waters is no easy task, as one could imag-
ine by the names of some of our rapids such 
as ‘‘Big Nasty’’, ‘‘Even Nastier’’ and ‘‘Heaven’s 
Doors,’’ just to name a few. 

The Challenge begins with a 20-mile moun-
tain bike race which precedes a half-mile swim 
on the Lower Gauley River, and ends with 
each team tackling a 13-mile stretch of Class 
III to V whitewater. The next day the competi-
tors start with a run, paddle a section of the 
New River in inflatable rubber kayaks called 
‘‘duckies,’’ and finish with a 14-mile hike that 
entails the steep slopes of the New River Can-
yon. The whole event is sponsored by a white-
water outfitter Class VI River Runners, which 
supplies the event with the rafts and equip-
ment used in the outdoor extreme sports 
match. 

It is really a pleasure for me to see such a 
group of well trained, highly motivated soldiers 
compete. I know that there is friendly competi-
tion between the branches of service and 
West Virginians as well as all Americans hold 
them all in the highest regard. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, due to an ex-
cused absence, I missed 3 rollcall votes on 
the night of Tuesday October 25, 2005. I 
would like to enter into the record how I would 
have voted if I had been able to attend the 
session: 

On H.R. 3675, the American Spirit Fraud 
Prevention Act, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On H. Con. Res. 269, a resolution recog-
nizing the 40th anniversary of the White 
House Fellows Program, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

On H.R. 3256, a bill to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located at 
3038 West Liberty Avenue in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Congressman James 
Grove Fulton Memorial Post Office Building,’’ I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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CONGRATULATIONS FOR 
ABINGTON 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, as the proud congressional rep-
resentative of Abington Township, a township 
that was recently named one of the 100 best 
communities for young people by America’s 
Promise—the Alliance for Youth. 

The Alliance for Youth and its Founding 
Chairman, General Colin Powell, launched this 
first-ever national competition to pay tribute to 
the communities working to empower and ad-
vance our Nation’s youth. And, there is no 
doubt that Abington Township worked hard to 
earn this honorable distinction. 

I have had the privilege of representing Ab-
ington; first from my seat in the Pennsylvania 
State Senate and now as a member of Con-
gress. Over the years, I have seen first-hand 
the community’s unity, especially when it 
comes to advancing the lives of its young peo-
ple. 

Together, Abington’s school district, police 
department, community organizations, busi-
nesses, and residents have worked hand-in- 
hand to create an environment that embraces 
its young residents. They’ve established the 
Abington Community Taskforce, which is com-
prised of parents, caregivers, religious and 
civic leaders and has launched programs to 
teach effective parenting skills, create toler-
ance and respect, and promote community 
safety. They’ve successfully established coop-
erative agreements between the school district 
and police department, including an anti-drug 
program and joint fundraising challenges. And, 
they’ve created the Community Partnership of 
Youth and Adults to mobilize community spirit 
and participation. 

Abington was included on the America’s 
Promise list because it has demonstrated true 
public leadership with regard to the needs of 
children. And, we in Congress must make 
sure to encourage and support these kinds of 
grassroots, community-based efforts, like that 
in Abington, because they play an important 
role in ensuring that our young people have 
the strength of character and tools necessary 
to succeed. 

Mr. Speaker, I couldn’t be prouder of Abing-
ton for the outstanding work it has done on 
behalf of young people, and I look forward to 
working too with area officials to make sure 
our neighborhood remains a safe and caring 
environment. 

So again, congratulations to Abington on 
their selection as one of the 100 Best Commu-
nities for Young People. Keep up the good 
work! 
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TRIBUTE TO ROSA PARKS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, in February of 
1913, an extraordinary lady was born and 42 
years later she refused to give her seat up on 
a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Her actions 
had an extraordinarily positive impact on 
America and on focusing Americans’ attention 
on the fact that they were, as Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., said, not fulfilling our Nation’s 
promise of equality and justice. And so we 
note the passing of Rosa Parks at the age of 
92. She made an extraordinary contribution, 
not just to our country, but to the concept of 
equality and dignity of human beings around 
the world. 

Rosa Parks was a civil rights icon and a na-
tional treasure. Her simple, dignified act nearly 
half a century ago—defiance of a racist law 
that denied her humanity—helped galvanize 
the civil rights movement and delivered a 
moral body blow to segregationist laws that 
stain our Nation’s history. 

Ms. Parks’ life is a testament to the truth 
that one person with courage and an 
unshakable will can change a Nation and 
begin to right wrongs. Her legacy will endure 
not only through her personal acts of courage 
and strength, but also through the thousands 
of activists who were inspired by her. 

Ms. Parks risked everything, including her 
life, for a cause that she knew in her heart 
was right. We are a better Nation today as the 
result of her courage and vision. And, we 
should honor her memory by continuing the 
fight for equality, decency and basic human 
rights. 
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HIAWTHI WILLIAMS—SALUTE TO 
HURRICANE VOLUNTEERS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
salute those individuals and organizations that 
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to evacuees of 
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of 
the States along the gulf coast have endured 
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and I know that the generosity of North 
Texans played a vital role in bringing some 
peace into their lives. 

Today, I want to specifically thank one man, 
his company and his donation. Hiawthi Wil-
liams, the owner of Williams Chicken donated 
200 pieces of chicken for volunteers during 
hurricane Katrina. 

Williams Chicken was first opened in 1987 
and has rapidly grown since. Today, with over 
50 stores in operation, the company continues 
to grow. Notwithstanding the market research, 
the chain admits the real secret to the com-
pany’s success is staying true to their philos-
ophy, ‘‘To Serve, Grow and Give Back to the 
Community.’’ 

I stand here today to sincerely thank Hiawthi 
Williams for his donation. It is people like him 

that I am proud to call a fellow Texan. 
Through his contribution, he not only stands 
as a devoted and giving American citizen, but 
he serves as an inspiration to others. 
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HONORING HERMAN WOLF FOR 
HIS LIFETIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise today to pay tribute to 
the remarkable life and legacy of a dear 
friend, Herman Wolf. In a career that spanned 
eight decades, his influence on State and na-
tional politics garnered him a respected rep-
utation with Democrats and Republicans alike. 
At the age of 93, Herman passed away this 
past week, marking the end of an era in Con-
necticut politics. 

A gifted public relations guru and a talented 
political strategist, Herman spent a lifetime 
working to improve the quality of life for all 
people. His dedication and commitment to so-
cial justice never wavered—in fact he never 
stopped, working up until the time of his pass-
ing. Herman was an activist, advocate and 
leader who provided a strong voice to those 
most in need. 

In his earliest years in Connecticut, Herman 
was best known as a top advisor to Governors 
Abe Ribicoff, John Dempsey, and Ella T. 
Grasso. He served as an executive aide to 
then Governor Ribicoff and was an integral 
part of his successful election to the United 
States Senate. In addition to his involvement 
with local campaigns, Herman was also an ad-
visor to State and National Democratic Party 
Chairman John Bailey. Working with some of 
our State’s most powerful modern political 
leaders, Herman helped to shape decades of 
public policy. 

In addition to his role as a political strate-
gist, Herman also ran a successful public rela-
tions firm, Herman Wolf Associates. He rep-
resented over 100 clients including prominent 
labor unions like the AFL–CIO, businesses 
such as United Technologies and Guiness 
Stout, and non-profit organizations such as the 
Ford Foundation, the NAACP, and the Amer-
ican Shakespeare Festival. Herman would 
later become executive vice-president of the 
Design Science Institute of Washington, DC, a 
group dedicated to furthering the work of in-
ventor and philosopher R. Buckminster Fuller. 
Local projects also received the attention of 
Herman. He was involved with a number of 
projects in the Bridgeport area including sev-
eral at Action for Bridgeport Community Devel-
opment where he had been working up until 
the time of his passing. 

For Herman, his work was about more than 
promoting an agenda. He had deep convic-
tions and indisputable integrity. His work re-
flected his strong belief in leveling the playing 
field for all Americans. He firmly believed that 
the government had a responsibility to provide 
for our most vulnerable citizens and ensure 
that their needs received the same attention 
as those more fortunate. Herman’s energy, 
enthusiasm, and excitement not only made 
him a success but inspired others to greatness 
as well. He left an indelible mark on our com-
munities, the State of Connecticut, and our 

Nation—a legacy that will undoubtedly be re-
membered by history. 

I extend my deepest sympathies to his wife, 
Monica; his children, David, Bill, Fay, and Lou-
ise; and their families. Herman Wolf was an 
extraordinary individual with a unique dedica-
tion to public service that touched the lives of 
many. Though he will be missed, his legacy 
will continue to inspire generations to come. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. N. RAO 
CHAVA 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Dr. N. Rao Chava 
of Montgomery, Alabama. Dr. Chava is a high-
ly accomplished medical doctor and adminis-
trator, and will soon be retiring as Director of 
the Central Alabama Veterans Health Care 
System hospital in Macon County. 

In 1974, Dr. Chava began his career with 
the Department of Veterans Affairs as an in-
ternal medicine resident. As a naturalized 
United States citizen, he has devoted himself 
to VA Medical Centers in both West Virginia 
and Alabama. Dr. Chava was certified by the 
American Board of Internal Medicine and re-
ceived a Certificate for Added Qualifications in 
Geriatric Medicine. He is also a Fellow for the 
American College of Physicians and a mem-
ber of the American Geriatrics Society, the 
American College of Physician Executives, 
and the American College of Healthcare Ex-
ecutives. 

Our nation’s veterans deserve the highest 
quality care available, and I know Dr. Chava 
has spent much of his career caring for their 
needs. He will be missed. I congratulate Dr. 
Chava for his many accomplishments over the 
years, and wish him all the best in his retire-
ment. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF HISPANIC 
LEADERS AND IN COMMEMORA-
TION OF HISPANIC HERITAGE 
MONTH 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives in commemoration of Hispanic Heritage 
month to recognize and celebrate the out-
standing achievements of remarkable leaders 
of the Hispanic community. I am honored to 
acknowledge the wonderful contributions of 
Margarita Rosa Esq., Frances Lucerna, Dr. 
Maria Montes, Elizabeth C. Yeampierre and 
Rev. Jorge L. Roa, Jr. These individuals have 
been a true inspiration, working tirelessly to 
better the lives of New Yorkers and the His-
panic community by making a positive impact 
in our community. 

Through devotion and commitment, these 
enthusiastic role models have excelled in their 
strong community service and diligent work to 
improve the quality of life in many 
disenfranchised neighborhoods, encouraging 
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